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A divergence of military actions caused by a diver-
gence of political views, moreover a thoiough nnsap-
preciation of the conditions of a great war such wat> the
picture which offered itself to Bonaparte.            ^

By maichmg on Carcaie, he would not only strike at
the centre of a system of forces, but he would determine
a complete separation of interests and action and utilise
it in order to beat each of the adversaries separately.
To the tactical result he had been driving at from the
start " to attack the enemy in the best direction,"
would be added a stiategical lesult: " to attack one
isolated fragment of the opposing forces, the Piedmontese
army, once it was definitely deprived of any external
help."

" By entering Italy via Savona, Cadibona, Carcare,
Bormida, one might hope to separate the Sardinian
fiom the Austnan army, because, from that direction
one threatened Lombardy and Piedmont equally. The
interest of the Piedmontese was to cover Turin, that of
the Austnans to cover Milan " (Napoleon)

The separation having been enforced, what should be
the fiist objective9 The Austrian or the Piedmontese
army ? There were two opposing theses . the thesis of
Camot and the thesis of Bonaparte

Carnot was so entnely dominated by his own mechani-
cal theory of forces that he carried it to preposterous
lengths and overlooked a peculiar geographical and
political situation which did not escape the eye of
Bonaparte So true is it that in war there is no such;
thing as an absolute system, and that even the most
certain of principles must be applied according to
circumstances.

The thesis of Carnot ran thus : " After capturing
Ceva and bringing the left of the army of Italy nearer
to Com . . . the Commander-in-Chief must direct his
forces on the Milanese country and mainly against the
Austnans . . he must not lose sight of the fact that
the chief blow must be dealt against the Austrians. . . .'*

By marching on the mam army and beating it, so
(thought Carnot) would the war be brought to an endj
because the centre of gravity of the resistance to be broken
was there.

This thesis would have been sound had both armies
formed one system, that is a collection of forces so